




“In our crazy life The 
Playhouse has allowed 
my child to just go be 
a child and forget 
about ‘Big People’ 
problems.” —survey  

“It gives me a safe 
place to get out of 
the house when I 
feel depressed.”   
—Survey comment. 

 Awarded 55 free scholarships to low-income families, 5 given to agencies 
serving children needing special services including the Children’s Develop-
mental Services Agency (CDSA), the Department of Social Services, and the 
Watauga County Schools. 

 Provided high quality Melisssa and Doug toys to 30 special needs children 
served by Watauga County Schools and the Children’s Developmental Ser-
vices Agency a two Summer Kick-Off pizza 
parties, with help from The Ethel and W. 
George Kennedy Family Foundation/ Kennedy- 

 Held the 2nd annual BuildFest, a Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math 
(STEAM) festival for kids 2-12, on April 12, 
2015 which had over 800 attendees, in-
volved more than 100 volunteers, and fea-
tured more than 35 hands-on activities re-
lated to STEAM. 

 Honored 19 “Hometown Heroes” with the 
Great Friend to Families Awards on March 
21, 2015 in three categories: Helping 
Hands,  Helping Hearts, and Young Hearts 
awards. 

 Provided a week of free admission and spe-
cial activities in celebration of the museum’s 
13th birthday in November.  

 Expanded parenting support offered by exec-
utive director by achieving accreditation in 
Level 2 Triple P Positive Parenting Program 
thanks to a Triple P grant awarded the Appa-
lachian District Health Department and the 
High Country United Way. 

 Expanded parent resource library by over 
100 books on a wide variety of topics of inter-
est to parents such as learning differences. 

 Offered 36 Summer programs ranging from 
Kitchen Science to Snakes and Salamanders.  

 Offered  infant and toddler music classes 
weekly year round and four weeks of free 
classes in November. 

 Offered free classes Kids Can Cook, Angel 
Bear Yoga, and Kids and Clay monthly. 

 Offered one six week session of Fundamen-
tals of Martial Arts. 

 

“The Playhouse has 

helped our little one in so 

many ways. It has encour-

aged better social skills, 

creativity, gross and fine 

motor, as well as a friend-

ly and loving environ-

ment. Our little one gets 

so excited when we ar-

rive; he signs ‘Play!’ 

--parent of a child with 


